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-FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE- 
 

OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN MUSEUM AND  
THEATRE EDUCATION CENTER  

OFFICALLY LAUNCHES FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 
 

With A Goal of Five Founding Donors,  
The Leff Family Foundation  

is The First to Join This Elite Group 	
 

#SaveOscarsHome 
 
 

DOYLESTOWN, PA (2/26/2020 – The nonprofit Oscar Hammerstein Museum and Theatre 
Education Center is proud to officially announce the launch of a three-phase fundraising 
campaign designed to secure, renovate, and preserve Highland Farm, the Oscar Hammerstein 
II property located at 70 East Road in the heart of Doylestown, PA, and convert the home and 
barn into a Museum and Theatre Education Center. 
 
In concert with this fundraising campaign, the nonprofit is officially introducing the 
Founders Circle program.  Founders Circle members are part of a distinguished group of 
leadership donors who will receive unique opportunities and privileges. The first five (5) 
significant donors to join this elite group will be granted naming rights to a room within the 
Museum and Theater Education Center.   
 
The nonprofit is also continuing to accept all donations of any denomination from the 
community and any and all individual donor(s) who want to support this most worthy 
endeavor. 
 
According to Board President, Keith Fenimore, “We are thrilled to announce the first 
member of the Oscar Hammerstein Founders Circle, The Leff Family Foundation.  The Leff 
Family Foundation has made an immediate contribution of $25,000 with a total multi-year 
pledge of $150,000 upon the Museum and Theater Education Center meeting certain 
development goals.  The Leff Family Foundation will secure naming rights to Oscar’s study.  
The Leff’s generous donation will inspire others to take notice and do all they can to 
contribute in a meaningful way. We are certain that others who care deeply about the arts, 
historic preservation, and theatre education, will come forward to help us preserve the past, 
secure Oscar’s legacy into the future, and create a destination that will provide inspiration, 
education and appreciation of musical theatre.”   
 



“We are proud to be the first donor to the Founder’s Circle and help advance the vision of 
creating the Oscar Hammerstein Museum and Theater Education Center.  It is critical we 
preserve this cultural landmark, both to acknowledge Oscar Hammerstein’s important 
contribution to American theater as well as Bucks County’s history as an area that fosters 
great literature, music and theater,“ noted Todd Leff on behalf of the Leff Family 
Foundation.   
 
As part of the three-phase plan, the nonprofit first will secure two parcels at the rear of the 
property currently owned by a third party, who has the legal rights to subdivide the lot.  
Phase #2 will involve purchasing and renovating Oscar’s 1840 manor home & curating the 
museum, and Phase #3 will focus on transforming the large bank barn on the property into a 
state-of-the-art theatre education center.  The initial fundraising target, which will secure the 
property and ensure its preservation into the future, has been set at $2 million. 
 
Barbara Lyons, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for Doylestown Township shares, 
 “We are excited to hear the Oscar Hammerstein Museum and Theater Education Center 
campaign is underway and off to a great start! While his home is in Doylestown Township, 
the legacy of Oscar Hammerstein II belongs to us all. Nonetheless, Doylestown Township is 
pleased and proud to host the place where Oscar’s legacy will be actively experienced for 
generations to come.”   
 
Oscar Hammerstein II spoke through his 1941 Underwood typewriter in Doylestown, PA, 
and the reverberation of his poetic lyrics have impacted millions around the world for 
decades. Oklahoma!, Carousel, South Pacific, The King and I, and The Sound of Music 
helped make Hammerstein a household name, and a Pulitzer Prize winner, an Oscar winner, 
and a Tony winner. It is the nonprofit’s mission to uphold this great American legacy, and 
preserve the home that was Oscar Hammerstein’s muse and place where he created some of 
the most iconic songs for the most revered musicals ever written.   
 
The key to the success of this project lies squarely on the support of others.  To learn how 
you can make an impact and #SaveOscarsHome please visit www.HammersteinMuseum.org. 
 
ABOUT LEFF FAMILY FOUNDATION: 
The Leff Family Foundation is a charitable organization based in Bucks County, PA, with the 
stated purpose of supporting programs that primarily focus on benefitting children’s education 
and families in need. The Foundation believes that promoting education, tolerance, and active, 
healthy lifestyles are necessary for the development of children, our greatest national resource.  
 
ABOUT HAMMERSTEINMUSEUM.ORG 
With the threat of a 4-lot subdivision looming, The Oscar Hammerstein Museum and Theatre 
Education Center, a recognized 501(c)3, is raising funds to purchase, restore, and preserve Oscars 
Hammerstein’s II former home and workplace at Highland Farm in Doylestown, PA.  The goal is 
to create a multifaceted and dynamic museum experience, with a strong theatre education 
component, that will serve as a place of inspiration for Broadway fans and humanitarians alike, 
from Hammerstein’s backyard and across the world. More at HammersteinMuseum.org 
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